Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 078282 
ORIGIN EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO DODE-OO NSAE-00 USIA-06 
TRSE-00 ERDA-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO /032 R 

DRAFTED BY EB/ITP/EWT - AJREICHENBACH:LLB 
APPROVED BY EB/ITP/EWT - WAROOT 
EUR/WE - EBEIGEL 

080733Z 116780/17 

R 072248Z APR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 078282 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: ESTC, FR 
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1 . IBM CONTINUE TO BRING TO OUR ATTENTION CASES WHERE 
THEY ALLEGE THE FOREIGN OFFICE OR MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY 
DRAG THEIR FEET ON ISSUANCE OF LETTERS OF ASSURANCE. 

AS THE EMBASSY IS AWARE, IBM CONSIDERS SUCH ACTION 

TO BE A DELIBERATE ATTEMPT TO FRUSTRATE THE SALE IN 
ORDER TO GIVE PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT TO FRENCH FIRMS IN THE 
POSITION TO OFFER COMPARABLE OR SUITABLE EQUIPMENT 
TO PERFORM THE SAME FUNCTION. 

2. WE HAVE TOLD IBM - WASHINGTON THAT IN CASES WHERE 
MORE THAN 60 DAYS HAVE ELAPSED SINCE SUBMISSION OF 
THE REQUEST FOR THE LETTER OF ASSURANCE, WE WOULD ASK 
THE EMBASSY TO MAKE INQUIRY AT THE FOREIGN OFFICE. 

IBM HAS ALSO BEEN TOLD, AND REMINDED ONCE AGAIN THIS DATE, 
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THAT WE PREFER HANDLING SUCH FOLLOW-UP REQUEST IN THIS 
MANNER, RATHER THAN IBM-FRANCE ASKING THE EMBASSY 
DIRECTLY TO MAKE AN APPROACH. 

3. THE CURRENT CASE INVOLVES A REQUEST OF JANUARY 26 
TO THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY FOR THE SALE OF AN IBM 
360/168 TO THE FIRM RENAULT. IBM IS ANXIOUS TO RECEIVE 
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APPROVAL IN ORDER TO SCHEDULE SHIPMENT OF THE EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE CONTRACTED MAY 6 INSTALLATION. 

4. THE EMBASSY SHOULD MAKE INQUIRY AT THE FOREIGN 
OFFICE ON THE STATUS OF THIS LETTER OF ASSURANCE. 

VANCE 
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